It is our hope at Disease A Month that this edition has provided the timely information health care professionals need to address the complexity of a viral pandemic that has imposed significant stress on the health care system, on health care professionals across disciplines, from prehospital to the spectrum of health care facilities, and post discharge providers, home health aides, long term health facilities and other aspects of the clinical continuum. But the burden from COVID-19 has impacted the financial, sense of social wellbeing and mental health of patients and providers alike. Great sacrifices have been made across all health sectors by the men and women who provide care to their patients. This includes dental and mental health professionals as well as medical professionals.

We dedicate this edition to the selflessness of our colleagues, and to the patients we all serve.

It is worth remembering infections have threatened humans and animals since the dawn of time. Vaccines against some of the more challenging pathogens threatening mankind in the 20th century, such as polio, measles, typhoid and other illnesses may have created a false sense of security in our society in terms of contagious illnesses. While much of the industrialized world has escaped many of the outbreaks other nations faced perennially, COVID-19 reminded us that sense of safety can change rapidly.

Recent events have demonstrated the virus remains one of mankind\'s greatest threats. Since December 2019 the world has experienced a viral illness that has spread with a rapidity not seen in decades, to become a massive global pandemic. What started as a small cluster of patients in Wuhan, China six months ago has spread across the globe, infecting as of June 2020 approximately 7 million persons.

As we have seen in the last twenty years where SARS, MERS, various influenza outbreaks, Ebola epidemics, and many other regional outbreaks have occurred, along with changing patterns of pathogen distribution, as noted with Zika, Dengue, and Chikungunya, COVID-19 revealed we remain vulnerable to transmissible pathogens -- whether by respiratory, or other person-to-person pattern, or via various vectors, such as mosquitoes and ticks.

Unprecedented levels of research and collaboration across public and private sectors is underway, and significant resources are being applied to COVID-19. We have reason to be guardedly optimistic.

But the true lessons in COVID-19 may be in how we as a society cared for others, and that we all faced a sobering reminder that we cannot afford to let our health infrastructure fall into disrepair. Clearly oceans and borders no longer insulate us from global threats. We cannot allowed our preparedness efforts deteriorate once the threat is gone.

Among other lessons that need to be remembered long after COVID-19 is a memory, include the need for ongoing and better infection control measures in our health care facilities, ensuring our public, emergency and private health infrastructure do fall short in preparedness efforts, and as health care professionals we remain proactive in the response capacity of our communities, as well as vigilant to emerging threats that may face our patients.

In terms of emerging threats, it is never about "if" but only "when." After COVID-19 there will be another pathogen, and another outbreak. Will we be ready?
